
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Good Company: a Vocal Ensemble 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Master Class and Concert with Composer, David Conte 

Your Project Summary: In May 2017, Good Company: a Vocal Ensemble (GC) will present a free Master 

Class & spring concert featuring the conducting & teaching skills of composer & Cleveland native, David 

Conte. On May 20, Dr. Conte will lead a Master Class on choral techniques & sight reading with a focus on 

the works of living composers. The following day, the 30 members of GC will present a choral program of 

contemporary works featuring Dr. Conte as guest conductor of several of his own compositions. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: My sincere condolences on the passing of your founding director this past Spring. It is inspiring 

to learn how GC members came together during a time of crisis. There are some unanswered questions 

in the proposal, however, that would have given me greater confidence in the project had they been 

addressed. Your stated project goal is to provide public benefit by engaging more youth, but it is unclear 

how the guest conductor you propose to work with is relatable to that audience.  What is the 

organizational capacity to use what it learns to measure progress and evolve? The project expenses were 

clearly outlined, yet they are quite sizable in proportion to the organization's total budget. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project fulfills the funding criteria. By presenting a masterclass and performance for 

free to the public, this project demonstrates public benefit. By engaging qualified professionals and 

presenting new works, this project has artistic vibrancy. There is a demonstrated dedicated choral 

membership to ensure the organizational capacity of completing this project successfully. I encourage 

thinking about more marketing/pr so more may learn about this wonderful project and increase audience 

size. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This is a critical juncture for the ensemble, one that I believe is of great public benefit to 

Cleveland. The fact that their ensemble voted to continue, that they quickly found an interim director, 

and they come recommended by Mr. Conte all contribute to my decision to rank them high. The artistic 

and cultural vibrancy is high, especially in light of possibly contributing to the canon of American choral 

music due to Mr. Conte's connections. Their organizational capacity is obviously diminished, but I have 

faith they'll weather this obstacle. I advise they put some attention to the administration and long term 

strategy of the chorus. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This project met the funding criteria. The project conveyed public benefit clearly and clearly 

understands the community it is serving and how this project responds to their needs. I appreciated their 

desire to be inclusive. I would have liked to have seen additional thought around other reasons why this 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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project provides benefit to the community. The measures against the goal stated were a little problematic 

for me because I was unclear on what they were basing their assumption and specific methods to gain 

data were not included. I appreciated the inclusion of their history which conveyed the organization's 

commitment to sustainability and thoughtful process. The budget was clear and reasonable and sufficient 

detail was provided to understand that the organization is able to plan and execute successful projects. I 

would have liked to have seen past free will support on which they based that assumption, but again, the 

assumptions seemed reasonable. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal meets the funding criteria.  Clearly GC understands its community and knows 

that offering a master class is a good way to attract younger musicians who will be the future members 

and audiences for GC--this demonstrates public benefit.  Since the master class hasn't been offered 

previously, it's unclear if the goal of 150 attendees (of which 25 are young musicians) is realistic, but 

hopefully the targeted audience size of 300 is based on past actual attendance.  The artists involved seem 

highly qualified (albeit not obviously diverse) which demonstrates artistic and cultural vibrancy.  The group 

also seems to have demonstrated significant organizational capacity appointing an interim director just 

months after the founder's passing, and the various administrative tasks seem to be clearly divided among 

the board members. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, Good Company meets the funding criteria. Their proposal shows that the organization is 

supported by an involved, passionate community and that the organization works on behalf of their 

community. The project, a Master Class and performance, is free and open to the public. The organization 

has a fantastic goal of recruiting younger people to the group and has a plan for making that happen (and 

met this goal last year). After the passing of the founding Director, Karen Weaver, Good Company's 

community has rallied around them and the organization is committed to continuing Karen's work. There 

is a strong team with clear roles to get the project completed and I am confident they can meet the CAC 

match. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


